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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 2352 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, FT, FR, SA 

SUBJ: DELEGATION FROM FTAI VISITS SAUDI ARABIA 
REF: (A) JIDDA 2088, (B) STATE 62932, (C) STATE 66997 

1 . SAUDI PRESS MARCH 27 REPORTS THAT A DELEGATION OF DJIBOUTI 
LEADERS WHO WERE AT THE CONFERENCE IN PARIS ON THE FUTURE OF 
THE FTAI VISITED THE KINGDOM MARCH 24-25. ONLY NAMES MEN- 
TIONED IN THE PRESS WERE AHMED DINI, SPOKESMAN OF THE 
POPULAR LEAGUE, AND ABDULLAH ARDIA OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
FOR THE LIBERATION OF THE SOMALI COAST. 

2. THE DELEGATION MET WITH FONMIN PRINCE SAUD WHO. 

ACCORDING TO DINI, "WELCOMED US WITH UNDERSTANDING OF 
OUR CAUSE AND OUR AMBITIONS... WE PRESENTED THE NEEDS 
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OF OUR TERRITORY AND THE KINGDOM RESPONDED FAVORABLY... 

(PRINCE SAUD'S) VIEWS WERE IDENTICAL WITH OURS CONCERNING 
POLITICAL STABILITY IN THE AREA." 

3. ABDULLAH ARDIA WAS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT THE TALKS 
DEALT WITH A REVIEW OF THE DISCUSSIONS AT THE PARIS MEETING 
AND WITH THE ISSUE OF RED SEA SECURITY "IN VIEW OF ITS LOCAL 
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AND INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE." ON THIS POINT " PRINCE SAUD 
EXPLAINED HIS IDEAS WHICH WERE IDENTICAL WITH OUR OWN." 

4. ARDIA ALSO ENGAGED IN A BIT OF DISINGENUOUS FLATTERY 

OF HIS HOSTS SAYING THAT FRANCE HAD BEEN DRAGGING ITS HEELS 
ON THE QUESTION OF A DATE FOR INDEPENDENCE AND WAS NOT 
SHOULDERING ITS COMMITMENTS. THIS CHANGED WITH THE VISIT 
OF PRESIDENT GISCARD TO RIYADH AFTER WHICH A DATE FOR 
INDEPENDENCE WAS ANNOUNCED AND "ALL LIBERATION MOVEMENTS, 
INCLUDING THOSE OUTSIDE THE TERRITORY" WERE INVITED TO PARIS 
FOR TALKS. "WE BELIEVE" SAID ARDIA, "THIS CAME ABOUT AS 
AS RESULT OF THE STAND ADOPTED BY SAUDI ARABIA LED BY 
KING KHALID AND CROWN PRINCE FAHD." ARDIA CONCLUDED "WE 
HAVE EXPLAINED THE KINGDOM S ROLE EVERYWHERE BECAUSE ITS 
AID HAS BEEN GREATER THAN THAT EXTENDED BY ANY OTHER 
COUNTRY." 

5. COMMENT: THE SAUDIS RESPOND TO FLATTERY AS WELL AS 
ANY OTHERS. BUT THEY HAVE THEIR OWN REASONS FOR BEING 
HELPFUL TO DJIBOUTI INDEPENDENCE GROUPS. WE ASSUME THEY 
ARE THE SAME PEOPLE THE FRENCH NOW FAVOR AND HAVE RECOM- 
MENDED TO THE SAUDIS. IT APPEARS THE FRENCH MAY BE IN THE 
PROCESS OF DEFTLY SHIFTING A CHUNK OF THE RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO AN INDEPENDENT DJIBOUTI ONTO 
SAUDI SHOULDERS. THE SAUDIS SEEM PREPARED TO ACCEPT THE 
BURDEN. 

6. WE EXPECT TO BE EXPLORING THIS SUBJECT WITH THE SAUDIS 
IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. IN THIS CONNECTION, IT WOULD BE 
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USEFUL IF WE COULD TELL THE SAUDIS THAT WE HAVE NAMED OUR 
CONSUL GENERAL TO DJIBOUTI AND HOPE TO HAVE HIM IN PLACE 
BEFORE THE END OF APRIL. IT MIGHT SPUR THE SAUDIS TO 
GREATER EFFORTS TO GET THEIR OWN MAN IN PLACE QUICKLY. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, WE THINK IT WOULD BE A GOOD IDEA IF 
WALTER CLARKE COULD PASS BY JIDDA, IF ONLY BRIEFLY, ON HIS 
WAY TO DJIBOUTI. 

PORTER 
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